
Power stations, also known as power plants, are industrial facilities that generate 

electricity by converting other forms of energy into electrical energy. This 

electrical energy is then transmitted through power grids to homes, businesses, and 

industries. 

There are various types of power stations, categorized by the primary energy 

source they utilize: 

 Fossil Fuel Power Stations: These stations burn fossil fuels like coal, 

natural gas, or oil to heat water, creating steam that drives turbines 

connected to generators. 

 Coal-fired power stations: Historically significant, but increasingly being 

phased out due to high carbon emissions. 

 Natural gas power stations: More efficient and cleaner-burning than coal, 

often used for peak demand. 

 Oil-fired power stations: Less common for large-scale generation, 

sometimes used for backup or in specific regions. 

 Nuclear Power Stations: These stations use nuclear fission (splitting of 

atoms, typically uranium) to generate heat. This heat produces steam, which 

drives turbines to generate electricity. They are known for producing large 

amounts of electricity with very low greenhouse gas emissions, but concerns 

about nuclear waste disposal and safety remain. 

 Renewable Energy Power Stations: These stations harness naturally 

replenishing energy sources. 

 Hydroelectric Power Stations: Utilize the energy of moving water (from 

dams or rivers) to spin turbines. They are a major source of renewable 

electricity globally. 

 Wind Power Stations (Wind Farms): Use wind turbines to convert the 

kinetic energy of wind into electricity. 

 Solar Power Stations: 
 Photovoltaic (PV) Power Stations: Use solar panels to convert sunlight 

directly into electricity. 

 Concentrated Solar Power (CSP) Stations: Use mirrors to concentrate 

sunlight to heat a fluid, which then produces steam to drive turbines. 

 Geothermal Power Stations: Tap into the Earth’s internal heat to produce 

steam, which drives turbines. 

 Biomass Power Stations: Burn organic matter (like wood, crops, or waste) 

to produce heat, steam, and electricity. 

How they generally work: 



Most power stations follow a similar principle: 

1. Energy Source: Obtain and utilize a primary energy source (fossil fuel, 

nuclear reaction, wind, water, sun, etc.). 

2. Energy Conversion: Convert this primary energy into a form suitable for 

driving a generator, most commonly by producing steam. 

3. Turbine: The steam (or moving water/wind) spins the blades of a turbine. 

4. Generator: The spinning turbine is connected to a generator, which uses 

electromagnetic induction to convert the mechanical energy of the turbine 

into electrical energy. 

5. Transmission: The generated electricity is then stepped up to high voltages 

by transformers and sent out over transmission lines to consumers. 

Power stations are crucial infrastructure for modern society, providing the 

electricity that powers our daily lives. The choice of power station type often 

depends on factors like available resources, environmental regulations, cost, and 

energy demand. 

1. What are power stations, and what is their main function?  

2. Where does the electricity generated by power stations go? 

3. How are different types of power stations primarily categorized? 

4. What are the five general steps involved in how most power stations work? 

 

 Concentrate: To bring or recall (knowledge, skills, or data) into a single or 

unified focus.  

 Fluid: A substance that flows freely, such as a liquid or gas. 

 Spins the blades: Causes the blades to rotate 


